Hen 


tttsvr 


BLSTC}IL.SY  UREAY  ■ DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  'REPORT 


J 1 


‘ of  the 


EPICAL  OEEICER  OE  HEALTH 
THE  YEAR  192  5. 


/ 


0 R 


19  2 5 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b28934751 


TO  THE  CHAIRllAH  AKD  IflEMBERS  OR  THE 
BLETCHLEY  URBAH  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 


I Leg  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
twenty  fourth  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary  circumstances 
and  administration  and  the  Vital  Statistics  of  your 
District  for  the  year  1925, 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  given  directions  that 
a Survey  Report  as  defined  in  paragraph  3 of  Circular  269 
of  the  28th  December  1921  is  required,  andshould  contain 
as  a minimum  the  following  particulars: — 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OE  THE  AREA, 

Area  (acres)  .........  3350 

Population  - Census  1921  5531 

Registrar  General’s  Estimate  1925  5554 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (l92l)  ....  1372 

No.  of  Eamilies  or  separate  Occupiers  (l92l)  . 1389 

Rateable  Value  £33,890 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . , , . £100 

Physical  Eeatures  and  General  Character  of  the  Area. 


Situated  in  the  Northern  Division  of  the  County 
of  Bucks,  it  consists  of  three  parishes,  viz.,  Penny  Stratford, 
Simpson  and  Bletchley.  The  Grand  Junction  Canal  passes  through 
the  District,  the  London,  Midland  and  Scottish  Railv/ay 
intersects  it,  and  the  River  Ousel  flov/s  through  and  forms 
natural  streams  which  drain  it.  The  soil  is  for  the  most 
part  of  a sandy  and  gravelly  Nature,  varying  in  depth  from 
1 to  20  feet  with  Oxford  Clay  beneath. 

Social  Conditions. 


A large  proportion  of  the  Inhabitants  are  employed 
on  the  L.  M.  S.  Railway.  Both  sexes  are  employed  at  two 
Brush  making  Pactories,  a Timber  Merchants  Sav/  Mills,  an  Iron 
Poundry  and  Horticultural  Nurseries.  A sugar  refinery  and 
a chemical  works  employ  a number  of  male  hands. 

There  is  so  far  as  I can  see  no  industry  carried 
on  in  the  area  which  is  dangerous  to  health. 

EXTRACTS  PROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OP  THE  YEAR. 


Births 

Total 

81. 

M 

46. 

P 

35. 

Birth 

Rate 

14.58 

per 

1000. 

Legitimate 

78. 

M 

45. 

P 

33. 

Illegitimate 

3. 

M 

1. 

P 

2. 

Deaths 

Total 

55. 

M 

27. 

P. 

28. 

Death 

Rate 

9*9 

per 

1000. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in)  Prom  Sepsis  0 

consequence  of  childbirth)  other  causes  0 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  - 

per  1000  hirths  86*42 

Legitimate  5.  Illegitimate  2.  Total  7, 
Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  0 

, , , , Yv'ho oping  Cough  , , 0 

, , , , , Diarrhoea  (under  2)  0 

There  has  "been  no  unusual  or  excessive  Mortality 
during  the  year,  or  during  the  period  1921  - 1925. 


Causes  of  Sickness . 

Diphtheria  was  prevalent  during  the  first  half  of 
the  year,  and  sporadic  cases  continued  to  occur  throughout 
the  year.  Two  cases  of  Enteric  Eever  ( Paratyphoid)  occurred, 
one  in  April,  the  other  in  September.  The  cases  v/ere 
neighbours  in  Eos.  5 and  6 of  a Cottage  Terrace  in  the  Penny 
Stratford  V/ard  of  the  District.  There  was  no  evidence  of 
infection  from  food,  drinking  water  or  milk,  personal 
intercourse  seemed  most  probably  the  cause,  and  the  sanitary 
circumstances  were  not  satisfactory,  after  a thorough 
inspection  it  v/as  decided  to  do  away  with  the  dry  closets  in 
use,  and  to  provide  \Y.C’s,  and  connect  the  drainage  v/ith  the 
new  sewer. 

A case  of  Encephalitis  L^thargica  in  the  person 
of  a waiting-room  attendant  at  the  L.  M.  S.  Railway  station 
occurred  in  May  and  proved  fatal.  We  v/ere  unable  to  trace 
any  source  of  infection;  the  Contacts  vrere  isolated  and  kept 
under  close  observation  and  no  further  case  developed. 

Chicken  pox  was  prevalent  throughbut  the  year. 

There  were  no  return  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  The  diseases 
notifiable  under  the  Regulations  of  January  7th,  1919,  have 
been  confined  to  pnuemonia,  of  Y/hich  there  were  three  cases 
during  the  year, 

G-EHBRAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IP  THE  AREA. 


Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Council: 


1. 

Tuberculosis . 

Pone, 

2. 

Maternity. 

Pone , 

3. 

Children. 

Pone . 

4. 

Fever . 

Bedford  R.D.C. 

Isolation  at 
Oakley. 

5. 

Small  Pox. 

One . 

6 . 

Other . 

Pone . 

The  Small  Pox  Hospital  is  a permanant  building 
containing  12  beds  and  Purses  roo  ms,  situate  close  to  the 
Watling  Street  in  the  Parish  of  Wought on- on- the-Green  in 
the  Rural  District  of  Ne^vport  Pagnell . The  Building  and 
Caretaker’s  Cottage  stands  on  a plot  of  about  tv^o  acres. 

There  are  also  three  tents  and  three  Railway 
Saloon  Carriages.  About  40  patients  m.ight  be  accommodated 
inder  pressure. 

It  is  provided  by  your  Council  jointly  7/ith  the 
Councils  of  the  follov/ing  Authorities  - Pev/port  Pagnell 
Urban  and  Rural,.  Buckingham  Tov/n  and  Rural,  Wolverton  Urban. 
Winslovf  Rural  and  Potter spury  Union. 

Hospitals  available  for  the  District,  but  not 
within  the  District,  and  not  supported  v/holly  or  partly 
by  the  Council: — 

1.  Pewport  Pagnell  Union  Infirmiary, 

2,  Porthampton  General  Hospital.. 

o.  Bedford  County  Hospital. 

4,  Cottage  Hospital,  Woburn. 

5,  Royal  Bucks  Hospital,  Aylesbury, 

6,  Hospital  for  Mental  Diseases,  Stone  near  Aylesbury. 
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AJvIBULANCE  FACILITIES. 


The  District,  along  with  other  Districts  in  Forth 
Bucks,  has  a,cquired  a Motor  Ambulance  for  the  purpose  of 
conveying  cases  of  Accident,  Sickness,  Mental  Infirmity  and 
Infectious  Disease.  The  Ambulance  is  stationed  at  Fev/port 
Pagnell , 

CLIFICS  AFP  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

1.  Maternity  and  child-welfare.  (Consultation) 

A Centre  was  established  in  the  District  in  April 
1920,  and  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  Bucks  County  Council 
and  managed  by  a Voluntary  Committee  of  ladies.  Ty/o  rooms  at 
Dunmore  House,  Bletchley  Road,  are  ^provided.  Attendance  is 
given  every  a,lternate  Tuesday  by  myself  as  Medical  Officer, 
the  two  District  FurseF,  and  Voluntary?-  lady  helpers. 

During  the  year  88  children  attended  and  58  Medical 
Examinations  Y/ere  made.  The  aim  of  the  centre  is  not  only 
to  lighten  the  death  roll,  but  also  to  lessen  damage,  and  the 
best  proof  of  the  good  work  done  is  tho.t  the  babies  in  the 
District  are  cleaner  and  healthier. 

2.  Day  Nursery.  None, 

3.  School  Clinics.  A Dental  Clinic  is  held  at  the 

Bletchley  Road  Council  School  (Girls  Dept.),  A room  Y/ith 
Dental  Chair  and  other  fixtures  is  provided  by  the  Education 
Committee  of  the  Bucks  County  Council.  Mr.  S,  Sanders, 
L.D.S.R.C.A.  Eng.  is  the  Dentist. 

A minor  Ailments  Clinic  ( Treatment)  is  also  held 
at  v/eekly  intervals  and  attended  by  the  School  Nurse. 

A Tuberculosis  Dispensary  ( Consultation  and 
Treatment  ) under  thfe  direction  of  Dr,  L.  T.  Burra  (Tuberculosis 
Officer  ) is  held  fortnightly  at  73,  Bletcliley  Road,  and  is 
provided  by  the  County  Council. 

The  Council  is  a participating  Authority  in  the 
Venereal  Diseases  Scheme  as  approved  by  the  County  Council 
on  the  25th  November  1916. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY. 

E.  Nicholson,  M.R.C.S.  Eng,  L.R.C.P.  Lond. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

U.  ChadY/ick.  Memb,  R.S.  Institute, 

Sanita,ry  Inspector. 

Both  these  Offioers  are  part-time  Officials,  and  a 
contribution  is  made  by  the  County  Council  towards  their 
salaries  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home: — 

(a)  General  - - only  by  private  arrangement. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Disease  do.  

No  Nurse  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  or  the 
District  Council.  Tv/o  District  Nurses,  under  the  control 
of  private  Committees  of  Ladies,  are  resident,  and  their 
services  are  obtainable  on  payment  of  a sma].l  annua.l 
subscription,  or  a small  engagement  fee. 
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MIDWIVES. 


There  is  one  certified  Midwife  who  practises  privately 
in  the  District,  otherv/ise  all  lying-in  cases  are  attended  by 
the  Medical  Practitioners,  with  one  or  other  of  the  above 
mentioned  Nurses  or  a private  Nurse. 

There  is  no  employment  of,  or  subsidy  to,  practising 
Midwives  by  the  Local  Authority. 

CHEMICAL  WORK. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Clinical  Rtsearch 
Association  (London)  for  examination  and  reports  on  Pathological 
and  Bacteriological  Specimens.  104  specimens  of  swabbings  from 
throats  and  4 specimens  of  blood  were  submitted  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  by  the  Council  in 

all  cases. 

LEGISLATION  IN  EORCE  - LOCAL  ACTS. 

The  f oll'owing  are  in  force  in  the  District: — - 

1.  The  County  of  Bucks  "Penny  Stratford  Urban  District 

Confirmation  Order",  Date  of  Adoption  1895. 

2.  The  County  of  Bucks  "Bletchley  Urban  District 

Confirmation  Order".  Date  of  Adoption  16th  Peb  1898. 

3.  Local  Government  Board  - Power  to  appoint  Overseers, 

Date  of  Adoption  18th  March  1996, 

4.  Local  Government  Board  - Power  to  appoint  and  revoke 

appointment  of  Assistant  Overseers. 

Date  of  Adoption  26th  Jany.  1897. 

5.  Private  Street  Works  Act  1892. 

Date  of  Adoption  18th  May  1896, 

6.  Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts.  ^ 

Date  of  Adoption  30th  June  1896. 

7.  Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act  1889. 

Date  of  Adoption  30th  June  1896, 

8.  Part  3 Public  Health  Amendment  Act  1890. 

9.  Dairies  and  Co?7sheds  Regulations  1906, 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Y/ater  Supply  of  the  District  is  derived  from 
a well  sunk  at  Sandhouse  in  the  Parish  of  Heath  and  Reach 
in  the  County  of  Bedfordshire. 

The  depth  of  the  well  is  165  feet  and  passes  through 
the  Lower  Greensand  formation  which  furnishes  the  supply. 

The  v/ell  is  entirely  lined  v/ith  cast  iron  cylinders 
and  the  presence  of  clay  beds  of  considerable  thickness  in  the 
upper  strata  penetrated  eliminates  the  possibility  of  surface 
p Glut i on. 

The  maximum  yield  of  the  well  is  over  a quarter  of 
a million  gallons  per  day.  The  purity  and  suitability  of  the 
water  for  domestic  purposes  has  been  confirmed  from  time  to  time 
by  analysis. 

The  presence  of  iron  in  the  water  gave  rise  to 
discolouration,  but  during  the  last  year  the  Council  have 
installed  pressure  filters  which  have  effectively  dealt  v/ith 
the  removal  of  the  iron. 

The  v;ater  is  pumped  from  the  well  to  a service 
reservoir  at  Little  Brickhill  and  gravitates  therefrom  to  all 
parts  of  the  District,  The  supply  is  constant. 

The  Council  maintain  control  over  the  Water  Y/orks  at 
Great  Brickhill  v/hich  supplied  the  District  previous  to  the 
installation  of  the  Sandhouse  Scheme,  The  Great  Brickhill 
Y/ater  Y/orks  have  a capacity  of  65,000  gallons  per  day. 
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RIVERS  -AR-R  STREAMS. 


With  the  completion  of  the  Scheme  for  the  Sewage 
Disposal  of  the  Parish  of  Bletchley  afterv/ards  referred  to 
the  whole  of  the  sev/age  of  the  District  is  treated  previous 
to  its  discharge  into  the  watercourses. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  whole  of  the  District  is  now  most  efficiently 
sewered  on  modern  lines.  Eor  a number  of  years  I hdve 
repeatedly  urged  the  necessity  f or  a Sev/erage  and  Sewage 
Disposal  Scheme  for  the  parish  of  Bletchley,  a small  part 
of  the  District  which  has  not  included  in  the  comprehensive 
general  scheme  carried  out  in  1902.  This  work  was 
undertaken  and  completed  in  1924  and  has  proved  quite 
satisfactory. 

CLOSET  ACCOMIODATION. 

Y/ith  a water  carriage  system  of  sev/age  removal  and 
the  abolition  of  the  removal  of  excreta  by  the  Council  the 
provision  of  water  closets  has  become  almost  general. 

The  number  of  each  type  at  the  end  of  1925  in 
private  houses  v/as  as  follows:  — 

Water  Closets  . . . 1,634 

Bucket  Closets  ...  41 

Small  Pit  Closets  , . 16 

SCAVENGING. 

With  the  installation  of  the  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal  Scheme  for  Bletchley  Parish  and  the  subsequent 
conversion  of  existing  bucket  and  pit  closets  to  v/ater 
closets  the  collection  of  excreta  by  the  Council  was 
entirely  discontinued. 

House  refuse  is  collected  and  removed  by  the 
Council's  Scavengers  and  is  deposited  in  a disused  clay  pit. 
Cwing  to  the  fact  that  the  ground  available  for  the  deposit 
of  refuse  is  getting  constricted  in  area,  it  may  be 
necessary  to  acquire  another  site  and  perhaps  other  means 
for  the  disposal  of  the  refuse. 

SANITARY  INSPECTICN  CE  THE  DISTRICT. 


Herewith  is  appended  a classified  statement  by 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  of  premises  visited,  of  defects  and 
nuisances  discovered,  and  the  action,  and  the  result  of  the 
action  taken  in  regard  to  these. 

PREMISES  AND  CCCUPATICNS  WHICH  CAN  BE  CCNTRCLLED 

BY  BYELAWS  CR  REGULATICNS. 


There  are  mo  Common  Lodging  Houses  v/ithin  the 
District  and  no  offensive  trade  is  carried  on:  there  are 
no  underground  sleeping  rooms,  consequently  the  necessity 
for  making  regulations  respecting  same  has  not  arisen, 

SCHCCLS. 

There  are  five  Elementary  Schools  in  the  District. 

Im^pr ovement s in  the  sanitary  arrangements  of  the 
Boys'  Dept,  of  the  Bletchley  Road  Council  School  have  been 
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effected  the  substitution  of  separately  trapped  closet  pans 
for  the  trough  system  previously  in  vogue. 

The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Schools  is  satisfactory. 

The  water  supply  is  from,  the  town  source. 

Regular  periodical  inspections  of  the  Schools  and 
Scholars  in  each  department  have  been  made  and  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  isolated  and  subsequently  disinfected. 

Contacts  have  been  excluded  and  kept  under  observation  for  the 
usual  period  applicable. 

Owing  to  an  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  in  December  1924 
the  Schools  v/ere  closed  f or  a period  of  three  weeks  and  before 
re-opening  v/ere  disinfected. 

The  County  M.  Q.  H.  acts  as  S.  M.  0.  with  the  duty 
of  organising  and  supervising  the  v/ork  of  Medical  Inspection 
of  the  Schools  and  for  carrying  out  the  Inspection  of  School 
Children  under  the  Education  (Administrative  Provisions)  Act 
1907.  Local  Medical  Officers  have  been  appointed,  and  they 
act  under  the  guidance  and  direction  of  the  County  M.  0. 

During  the  year  the  centres  for  remedical  treatment,  "Ophthalmic 
and  Dental",  have  been  in  full  operation,  and  as  previously 
predicted  have  proved  to  be  of  great  benefit, 

HOUSING . 

General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Area. 

Generally  speaking,  the  existing  housing  conditions 
in  the  District  are  probably  better  than  the  average  of  those 
pertaining  to  districts  of  similar  population.  This  is 
accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  more  than  half  the  houses  in 
the  District  have  been  built  in  recent  years,  and  are  in 
accordance  with  modern  requirements,  v/hilst  the  older  houses 
in  most  cases  are  so  situated  that  ample  air  space  is  secured. 
There  are  no  back-to-back  houses  in  the  District. 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  District  is  1,553; 
of  this  number  181  have  been  built  since  1920,  and  of  this 
lesser  number  86  have  been  built  by  the  Council. 

Although  the  existing  housing  conditions  may  be 
considered  satisfactory,  they  are  far  from  adequate  numerically. 
The  Council  are  fully  alive  to  this  condition,  and  have  as  above 
statedalready  built  86  houses,  whilst  at  the  present  time 
contracts  are  being  carried  out  for  the  erection  of  a further  68. 

The  housing  shortage,  notv/ithstanding  the  provisions 
made  by  the  Council,  is  still  acute  and  it  is  questionable 
v/hether  further  houses  v/ill  not  have  to  be  erected  in  the  near 
future , 

The  erection  of  a factory  in  the  District  which  will 
employ  a large  number  of  hands  is  under  consideration  and  should 
this  materialise  it  will  necessitate  still  further  houses. 

Over  cr  ov/ding . 

It  must  be  admitted  that  overcr ov/ding  does  exist  in 
the  District.  This  condition  has  been  considerable  relieved 
by  the  action  of  the  Council  in  providing  houses,  v/hich  in  miy 
view  is  the  only  m.eans  which  can  be  adopted  for  its  miitigation. 

Pitness  of  Houses. 

The  staisdard  of  houses  in  the  District  he.s  already 
been  referred  to. 

The  chief  defects  are  those  due  to  neglect  on  the  part 
of  ov/ners  to  keep  sanitary  apparatus  in  repair  and  on  the  part 
of  tenants  to  using  the  closets  and  drains  for  the  disposal  of 
matter  for  v/hich  they  are  not  intended.  It  is  found  that 
informal  notices  have  effected  the  remedy  of  defects  v/ithout 
recourse  to  statutary  proceedings. 

With  the  exception  of  a fev/  isolated  dwellings  all 
houses  are  supplied  v/ith  water  from  the  Council's  mains  and 
are  drained, connected  v/ith  the  Public  Sewers.  The  collection 
of  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  Council.  These  factors  grea.tly 
contribute  to  the  satisfactory  sanitary  condition  of  the  District, 


Unhealthy  Areas. 

The  District  is  free  from  unhealthy  areas  and  no 
complaint  has  at  any  time  "been  received  alleging  the 
existance  of  such  areas. 

Byelaws  Relating  to  Houses. 

s. 

The  administration  of  the  existing  Byelav/s  is 
carried  out  satisfactorily.  There  are  no  Common  Lodging 
Houses,  Cellar  Dwellings  or  Underground  Sleeping  Rooms  in 
the  District,  The  only  trade  carried  on  that  is  likely 
to  give  offence  is  that  of  frying  fish.  The  premises 
where  this  trade  is  exercised  have  been  inspected  and 
found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition  and  all  reasonable 
precautions  to  prevent  effluvia  are  taken.  Ho  complaints 
regarding  this  trade  have  been  made. 

He^  Building  Byelaws  have  been  made  by  the 
Council  and  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 

s. 

HOUSIHG  STATISTICS  DOR  THE  YEAR  X^26. 

.■  The  number  of  houses  erected  during  the  year:  — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately 

under  ( b) ) . . . . . .61 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(i|  By  the  Local  “Authority  , . .36 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons.  . . 19 

1 , Unfit  dwelling  houses. 

Inspection.  (l)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 

inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  . ..  , ...  . .262 

(2)  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  which 

were  inspected  under  the  Housing  (inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925.  ....  194 

(3)  Humber  of  dv/el ling- houses  found 
to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habPtation.  . , 0 

(4)  Humber  of  dwelling-house's  (exclusive 

of  those  referred  to  under  the  pr6<leding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human 
habitation.  ........  29 

2,  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices. 

Humber  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  of  their  Officers  . . . . .29 

3 , Action  under  statutory  powers. 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Humber  of  dv/elling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  , 0 

(2)  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices;  , 

(a)  By  owners  .....  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  owners  ....  0 

(3)  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close.  . 0 


; 

i 


B.  Proceedings  under  Pulolio  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Numher  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  Y/ere  served  re<|uiring  defects  to.  . 
he  remedied.  . . . . . • • • • ^ 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  v/hich 

defects  Y/ere  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:-  i 

fa)  By  ov/ners  . . . . . .0 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  Default 

of  owners  . . . . .0 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14,  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925, 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 

view  to  making  of  Closing  Orders  . ...  . .0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  . . , , .0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  . . ,0 

(4)  Number  of  dv/ell ing- houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  Y/ere  m*ade  , . , .0 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . . . . .0 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OP  POOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

As  far  as  I am  able  to  judge  there  appears  to  be  no 
doubt  as  to  the  wholesomeness  of  the  milk  produced  within  or 
brought  into  the  District,  while  the  arrangements  made  for  its 
distribution  are  adequate  and  carried  out  under  cleanly  and 
satisfactory  conditions 

No  Veterinary  Inspector  has  been  appointed  by  the 
Council,  and  no  action  has  been  tahcen  v/ith  regard  to  Tuberculous 
Milk  and  Tuber culose  Cattle. 

No  Grade  A,  or  Grade  A pastuerised,  Milk  is  offered 
for  sale  in  the  District,  consequently  no  Licenses  for  such  sale 
have  been  applied  for  or  granted. 

No  refusals  or  revocations  of  registration  or  licenses 
have  been  made.  Samples  of  milk  are  taken  and  Examinations  of 
the  same  made  by  the  County  Council. 

There  are  on  the  Register: — 

Wholesale  Milk  Producers  10 

Retail  Purveyors  14 

These  premises  have  all  been  inspected  from  time  to 
tim<^,  and  on  the  whole  were  considered  in  a satisfactory 
sanitary  condition. 

(b/  Meat. 


Inspection  under  the  Regulations  of  1924  has  been 
made  as  far  as  I have  been  able  to  devote  time  to  it. 

The  Council  have  not  appointed  a whole  time  inspector. 

Precautions  have  been  taken  to  prevent  unfit  meat 
reaching  the  public;  stalls,  shops  stores  and  vehicles  have 
been  inspected,  attention  has  been  called  to  defects  found, 
which  the  tradesmen  have  promiptly  remedied. 

13  Carcases  of  Sheep,  parts  of  3 Carcases  of  Beasts 
have  been  voluntarily  surrendered  as  being  unfit  for  huimn 
consumption  and  have  been  destroyed. 

There  is  no  public  slaughterhouse  in  the  Dintric;t. 

The  number  of  private  slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the 
Area  at  the  dates  mentioned  is  as  follov/s:  — 


Registered 

Licenses 


1920. 

8 

8 


Jany  1925, 
8 
8 


Deer  1925. 
8 
8 
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Periodical  inspections  of  these  premises  have  been 
made  and  instructions  given  for  1 ime- washing , etc.,  where 

required. 

;c)  Other  Foods, 

There  is  no  regular  inspection  of  food  in  the  District. 
Premises  where  foods  are  prepared,  stored,  or  exposed  for  sale, 
have  been  visited  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself. 

Generally  speaking,  the  goods  v/ere  found  of  good  quality. 

Articles  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  by  the  Police 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  have  not  been  reported  to  me,  and 
no  case  of  food  poisoning  in  the  Area  has  come  to  my  notice. 

Bakehouses . 

There  are  7 Bakehouses  in  the  Area,  all  of  T/hich  are 
Registered.  Periodical  inspections  of  these  premises  have  been 
made.  They  are  regularly  limewashed  and  in  other  respects 
conform  v/ith  the  Act.  There  is  no  underground  bakehouse  in 
the  District. 

WORKSHOPS,  WORK  PLACES  AND  FACTORIES. 

There  are  30  on  the  Register.  These  premiises  have 
been  visited  and  inspected  from  time  to  time.  Defects  found 
were  very  few,  and  v/ere  speedily  corrected  on  representation 
to  occupiers. 

Ho  Notices  have  been  served  for  Sanitary  defects. 

An  abstract  of  the  Act  is  affixed  in  each  Building 
where  required  by  section  133, 

Provision  is  made  for  safety  from  fire. 

In  the  2 brush  making  Factories  where  female  labour 
is  employed,  separate  sanitary  conveniences  are  provided  for 
persons  of  either  sex. 

Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act  1890 
is  in  force  in  the  District,  It  has  not  been  found  necessary 
to  take  any  action  under  this  section  during  the  period  1921- 
1925. 

The  trade  carried  on  in  v/orkshops  is  very  small,  in 
most  cases  only  a fev/  hands  being  employed. 

The  Trades  are  Blacksmiths,  Saddlers,  Motor  and 
Cycle  Repairers,  Dressmakers,  Milliners,  Tailors,  Boot  and 
Shoe  Makers,  Plumbers,  Carpenters,  etc,, 

PRBVALfeHCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseased  generally. 

During  the  period  since  1920  the  Notifiable  Infectious 
Diseases  each  year  have  been  as  follows: — 


1921 

- 

- 

- 

77 

1922 

- 

- 

- 

24 

1923 

- 

- 

- 

18 

1924 

- 

- 

- 

43 

1925 

- 

- 

- 142 

A large  proportion  ?/as  due  to  Chicken  Pox,  During  the 
later  months  of  1924  and  throughout  1925  Diphtheria  was 
prevalent.  59  cases  occurred  during  the  period  1921-1925. 
There  were  5 cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  3 in  1924,  2 in  1925. 
There  were  26  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever:  17  of  Pnuemonia: 

4 of  Puerperal  fever:  14  of  Erysipelas. 

The  Council  provides  gratis  Diphtheria  Anti-Toxin 
for  all  cases.  The  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  District 
have  used  it  promptly  and  freely. 

The  case  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica  v/hich  occurred 
in  May  1925  has  already  been  referred  to. 


1 


♦ 


i • ( 


\ 


k ■ 


>. 


xJikt/'ih 


/ 

V. 

i 


('■ 


'1 


.7 


'i' 


A 


f 


•N 


■O 
•1^ 


A, 


•ft  - • ’ 

• Cl 


>■ 


No  return  cases  or  Scarlet  Fever  were  discerned,  and 
the  diseases  notifiable  under  the  Regulations  of  1919  were 
confined  to  17  cases  of  Pnueraonia  already  noted. 

The  Council  have  an  arrangement  with  the  Clinical 
Research  Association  (London)  for  the  examination  and  report 
of  Pathological  and  Bacteriological  specimens,  and  during  the 
period  1921-1925  free  use  has  been  made  of  this  facility,  206 
specimens  were  submitted. 

Infectious  cases  are  isolated  as  far  as  possible  in 
their  ovm  homes.  Verbal  Instructions  and  Leaflets  as  to 
requirements  and  precautions  are  given,  disinfection  of  premises 
is  carried  out  in  all  cases  by  fumigation  and  spraying  with 
Formalin.  There  is  no  Steam  Disinfector  provided  for  the 
District . 

The  Council  have  entered  into  an  arrangement  v/ith  the 
Bedford  Rural  District  Council  to  take  necessitous  cases  of 
Infectious  Disease  from  the  District  into  their  Isolation 
Hospital  at  Oakley,  and  2 cases  were  admitted  during  1925. 

No  use  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  and  Dick  tests  in 
Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  respectively,  nor  of  the  recently 
developed  artifioial  methods  of  immunisation  against  these 
diseases . 

No  primary  Vaccination  or  Re-Vaccinati on  v/as  performed 
under  the  Public  Health  Regulations  (Small  Pox  Prevention)  1917 
by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Public  Vaccinator  performed  primary  vaccin- 
ations and  r c- vaccinati ons  during  the  period  1921-1925. 

With  regard  to  non-notif iable  acute  Infectious 
Diseases,  Influenza  has  been  prevalent.  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough  and  Mumps  have  each  year  prevailed,  but  there  has  been 
no  epidemic. 

There  are  no  facilities  available  within  the  Area 
for  cleansing  and  disinfection  of  verminous  persons  and  their 
belongings.  Premises  and  articles  which  have  been  exposed  to 
infection  are  fumigated  and  sprayed  with  Formalin. 

NOTIFIABLE  DTSFASFS  ( OTKFR  THAN  TITBFRCUT.OSIS ) DURINC 

THE  YEAR  1925. 


Cases 

Total  admitted 

Disease.  cases  to 

notified.  Hospital 

Small  Pox  00 

Scarlet  Fever  7 o 

Diphtheria  31  i 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid)  2 1 

Puerperal  Fever  1 i 

Pnuemonia  8 1 


Other  Diseases  Generally  Notifiablp 
Erysipelas  3 q 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  1 q 

Other  Diseases  Notifiable  Locally 

89  0 


Total 
Deaths . 


0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

3 

0 

1 


0 


Chicken  Pox 


. f# 
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ANALYSIS  OF  THE  TOTAL  CASES  AND  DEATHS  UNDER  THE  FOLLOWING 
AGE  GROUPS;  — 


Scarlet  Eever. 
Diphtheria, 

Enteric  Eever. 
Puerperal  Eever 
Pnuemonia . 

Erysipelas , 
Encephalitis 

Lethargica 
Chicken  Pox, 

(4-5) 


(3-4)  1,  (4-5)  1,  (5-10)  3.  (10-15)  2, 
(4-5)  2,  (5-10)  16.  (10-15)  7,  (l5-20) 
(20-35)  3, 

20-35  1,  (45-65)  1, 

(15-20)  1, 

(Under  l)  2,  (5-10)  1,  (l5-20)  1, 
(20-35)  2,  (45-65)  2, 

(l5-20)  1,  (20-35)  1,  (Over  65)  1, 

( 35-45 ) 1 , 

(Under  l)  2,  (l-2)  1,  (2-3)  4,  (3-4)  1 
9,  (5-10)  62,  (10-15)  8,  (15-20)  2, 


Deaths  0, 

3, 

Deaths  2. 
Deaths  1. 
Deatths  0. 

Deatths  3 , 
Deaths  0 . 

Deaths  1 . 

Deaths  0, 


TUBERCULOSIS . 


New  Cases 

Age  Periods,  Pulmonary  Non-Pul 

M E M E 

0.  - - _ - 

1.  _ „ 1 _ 

5.  _ . > - 

10.  _ „ . - 

15.  . . » - 

20.  2 - 1 - 

25.  - - . _ 

35.  2 - - - 

45.  . - - . 

55.  - - - - 

65.  & up'wards.  - - - - 


4 - 2 - 


Deaths 

Pulmonary  Non-Pul 


M 


V 


E 


1 2 


Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations 

1925. 

No  case  has  been  reported  under  these  regulations  relating 
to  employees  in  the  milk  trade,  and  no  action  has  been  taken 
under  Articles  3,  5,  and  6,  or  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1925 
section  62. 

The  Rate  of  Non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total 
Tuberculosis  deaths  was  nil. 

The  efficiency  of  Notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  the 
District  is  satisfactory,  and  no  action  has  been  necessary 
in  case  of  Y/ilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  notify, 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


No  case  of  this  disease  was  notified  during  the  year. 
During  the  period  1920-1925  4 cases  were  reported,  details 

of  Y/hich  are  as  follov/s;  — 


— Cases 

f * 

— 



Notif ied 

Tre 

:ated 

Vision  1 

Vision 

Total 

Deaths 

at 

in 

un-  I 

home 

hospita.1 

impaired ! 

impaired 

Blindness 

f 

1921 

1 

1 

0 

1 1 

■5 

0 

0 

0 

1922 

0 

0 

° 

i 

0 5 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1923 

3 

3 

0 

1 

3 1 

i 

0 

0 

0 

1924 

0 

0 

0 

0 ^ 

0 

0 

0 

1925 

0 

0 

0 

, 

0 i 

0 

0 

0 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


In  connection  with  Housing  in  this  District  I v/ould 
like  to  point  out  that  whilst  the  provision  of  houses  tov/ards 
the  cost  of  which  Government  assistance  is  given  will 
undoubtedly  relieve  overcrowding,  there  still  remains  the 
problem  of  housing  the  poor  who  apparently  cannot  even  aff ord 
to  pay  the  rent  of  houses  built  under  assisted  schemes. 

I have  no  solution  to  Offer  in  connection  with  this  problem. 

In  conclusion,  I beg  to  tender  my  best  thanks  to 
the  Council  for  their  courtesy  and  consideration  at  all  times. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EDGAR  NICHOLSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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